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SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

SUBJECT: Potential Significant Winter Storm this Weekend
SITREP #: 2026-24
ISSUED: Thursday, January 22, 2026 at 4:00 PM

WHAT’'S CHANGED
The Winter Storm Watch has been expanded to include all of metro Atlanta beginning
Tam Saturday through 10am Monday.

Winter Storm Watch

1 AM Saturday to 10 AM Monday

Blairsville

In the Watch Area We Expect

Heavy mixed precipitation! Ice accumulations of 0.25-
1 inch and up to 1-2 inches of sleet.

Be Prepared For
[ Major impacts in the Watch area, including travel
disruptions and power outages ]
(O Further expansion of the Winter Storm Watch may Adyisory
occur as confidence increases Winter Storm

[ Very cold temperatures and slow melting may rhazzi
allow impacts to linger into the workweek

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE ATLANTA
Follow: X € Updated: January 22, 2026

Figure 1: Winter Storm Watch Area

MODEL AGREEMENT

Models have begun to agree in general precipitation type and location, which increases
confidence in the potential impacts to the area. Freezing rain is possible in the early
Sunday hours as the system moves through, with a potential transition to rain as it
warms up in the afternoon. There are still slight differences in timing and precipitation
severity, but most agree that precipitation will likely start late Saturday evening into
Sunday.
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS

The graphic below shows the possible range of impacts based on ice accumulation
totals. The Atlanta campus is forecast to receive between 0.10-0.50" of ice, with locally
higher amounts possible. With the addition of wind gusts up to 30mph, impacts border
on the moderate to major category as defined by the NWS.

These impacts include:

e Lengthy (multiple days — over a week) and widespread power outages across the
region

e Downed trees on houses, overhead utilities and blocking roadways

e Travel disruptions due to ice accumulation

January 22, 2026
9:37 AM EST

Potential Storm Impacts / Summary

o MIBE@RI- Potentially significant long-
duration ice storm! Ice accumulations of
0.5-1.0” with locally higher amounts
possible! Gusty winds > 30 MPH at times.

MODERATE /JNMIB@RE = Confidence
increasing in significant ice accumulations

of 0.10-0.50” with locally higher amounts
possible. Gusty winds 20-30 mph at times.

e MINOR /MODERATE? = Higher

St uncertainty in freezing rain due to how far
south the Arctic cold airmass moves. There
is an increasing chance (>50%) of seeing
some measurable ice accumulation.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
V ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, " Atlanta / Peachtree City, GA

Figure 2: Potential Storm Impacts

POST EVENT TEMPERATURES

Temperatures are still forecast to rise slightly as the system kicks through late Sunday
but quickly fall below freezing on Monday with a deep freeze expected Monday night
through Tuesday morning. Some models suggest temperatures dropping into single
digits Tuesday morning, but all models show a deep freeze over that period. This may
cause further aggravation in areas hit hard by ice.
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Monday Temperatures e ey AM EST

Forecast High and Low Temperatures
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Refreeze is likely to occur in areas where snow/water remains thus impacts could linger into Monday

@ 2:1':::“::’:;::-::‘?;:.@“0“ National Weather Service

V o i Atlanta / Peachtree City, GA
Figure 3: High/Low Surface Temperatures on Monday (1/26)

NEXT STEPS
e Emergency Operations meetings will continue tomorrow at 10AM.
e The Georgia Tech Police Department Office of Emergency Management will
continue to monitor the situation and provide updates as necessary.
e Follow the GT Office of Emergency Management on twitter @gtpdalerts.
e For the latest forecast information, please visit the National Weather Service.

GT OEM Sit Rep #2026-2.4Potential Significant Winter Storm this Weekend  Page 3 of 3


http://www.twitter.com/gtpdalerts
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?x=138&y=108&site=ffc&zmx=&zmy=&map_x=138&map_y=108

